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Statement by the President: 


T have today instrucled my attor- 
neys to make available to the House 
Judiciary Committee, and Lam mak: 
ing public, the transeripts of three 
conversations with H. R. Haldeman 
on June 23, 1972. I have also turned 
over the tapes of these -convarsa- 
lions to Judge Sirica, as part of the 
process of my compliance with the 
Supreme Court ruling. 

On April 29, in announcing my 
decision to make public the original 
set of White House transcripts, I 
stated that “as far as what the Pres- 
ident personally knew and did with 
refard to Watergate and the cover- 
up is coucernad, these matcrials— 
together wilh those already made 
available—will telb it alt’ 

Shortly after that, in May, I made 
a preliminary review of some of the 
Gt taped conversations subpoenaed 
by the special prosecutor, 

Among the conversations I lis- 
tened to at that time were tivo of 
these of June 23. Although [ rec- 
omnized that these presented poten: 
tial problems, I did nat inform my 


stuff op my counsel of jt, or those 


arguing my case, Nor did Io amet 
my submission to the Judiciary 
Commiltee in order to include and 
reflect if At the time, 1 did not 
realize the extent of the implica- 
tions which these conversations 
might now appear to have. As a 
result, those arguing my case, as 
well as these passing judgment on 
the case, did so with information 
that was incomplete and in some 
respacts erroneous, This was a seri- 
ous act of omission for which T take 
fulk vesponsibitity and which I 
deeply resvet. 

Since the Supreme Court's de- 
cision 12 days ago, T have ordered 
my counsel to analyze the fb tapes, 
end £ have Ustened to a number of 
them a i This process has made 
it clear that portions of the tapes of 
these June 23 conversations are al 


“yarianee with certain of my pre- 


vious statements. Therefore, I have 
ordered the transcripts made avail- 
uble immediately to the Judiciary 


Com miitee so that they can be re- 


flected in the cammitice’s report, 
and included in the record to be 
considered by ihe House and 
Senate, 

In a formal written statement on 
May 22 of last year, I said: that 
shortly after the + ae break-in 
IT became concerned ab ut the possi- 
bility that the FB last on 
might Iead to the exposure cither 
of unreiated covert activities of the 
CIA, or of sensitive national scecuri- 
ty matters that the socalled “plum- 
bers” unit at the White House had 
been working cn, beeause of the CIA 
aud plumbers connections of some 
of those involved. . said thal I 
therefore gave in ‘ons Lhat the 
FBE should be alenoa toe oordinare 
with the CIA, and to ensure Lhat 
the Investigation ee expose these 
sensitive. national saci matters 

That statement was dasa on my 
recoliection at the time—-same 11 
months later—p! us documentary 
materials and reise ae peels testi- 
mony of those involv: 

The June 23 ta 
however, that at 
those instruction 
tha potitical aspect 
and thal T was awai 
tases this cou 
have wilh resp 
ble public ex 
by persous ¢ 
election comimit 

My review of 
has, sa fav, 
inconsistencies 
proviously submi 
no way at (ais st 
that there wilh ne 
no reason to belie ; 
be, In any ease, th 
entirety are now in fhe process of 
being furnished ts pRee Sivica, Tre 
nas becun what ne a EeUige 
Janethy process 
tapes, passing 
executive privite: 
them, and for 
prosecutor those 
tions that are i 
ale investiga: ‘ 

it is highly wnttt 


3 


ae ‘tional tapes 
no other major 


Fain 
coarse 


“port ions of 
to the special 
or thase por- 
o the Water- 


view will be completed in 1 time far 
the Touse aebau. Tt aEOEALES at Uhis 
stave, however, th at a Llowse vole on 
impeachment Hi] practiea’ mae 
ter, virtualiy He conclusion, 
and that the will therefore co 

to tial in the malo. In order to 
ensure that no other significant 
relevant materials are withheld, i 
shall voluntarily furnish - the Sen- 
ate everything from these lapes that 
Judge Sirica rules sh 0 to the 
special prosecutor. 

I reeegaize that this additional 
material [ am now furnishing may 
furlher damege my ease, especially 
because attention will be drawn se- 
parately to i rather lhan to the 
evidence in its entirety. In consicder- 
ing its impEvations, ‘therefore, I 
urge that two points he borne in 
mind, 

The first of 

rernaember wnt actuaily happened 
asa ou ef (se instructions I gave 
on June 23, Ac Director Gray ot 
the Fp xT did conrdinate with Dirac- 
for Helms and Deputy Director Wal- 
ters of the CTA. The CIA did under- 
lake an extensive check ta see 

whether any - is covert activities 
nee be compromised by a tu ERE 
investigation « of vatorsate, pene iv 
Director Walters then reporied back 
to Slr. Gre baat thay would nol be 
compromised. dy 6, when T 
called Mg. Gr 


i. “when he cx 
pressed concern L imp oper al. 
tempts toe Hniit his Investicatian, 2s 
the | record snows, 7 


i. 


toid him to 
with his in- 
did. : 

oud urge is 
ken at in its 
be looked 
aleve romis. 


entirety, 
at in per 


takes T mad ing of We- 
tervate, the mains that 
when ell th hr ‘oust to 
my atleutic: on a full in- 


vestigation Tere tion of those 

cudily, Toa vincad that 
the revord, in its rely, daes not 
justify the extrome sten or ~itenes a 
Inent and sabofiea sident. 

trust that rua pro- 
COES £005 
will preswail. 
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Haldeman, accoruns “trai | | 
By Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein traced through Mexico and elsew fhera | scripts, then aske : © about 
Washington Post Staff Writers to one of the Watergate burglars. In ‘ how to handle ®And ! 


President Nixon personally ordered addition, Haldeman informed Mr. | ae fe a to think the thing to do is 
a coverup of the facts of Water- Nixon that he believed former Attor.  “cpisnt, fine,” the President 

gate within six days after the il ney General John N. Mitchell, then rom ‘that morn: ea, the 
legal entry into the Democrats’ na. the President's reelection campaign | sahaty pate: tlaar, tas 7 
tional headquarters on June 17, 1972, manager, knew in advance of the | \arergate coveram v23_ 
according to three new transcripts of  break-i: eaton with the full knowl 


a 


epiic 


Y 
trans 5. 


Ar, Wixon’s conversation released by In response, the transcripts demon- edge, acquiesence and even 
the White House yesterday. strate, Mr. Nixon approved a plan to g:reation of ; 
The transeripis, recounting convere have the Central Intellivence Agency pee Sreaens soci aa nae eee , 
gations on June 23 , 1972, between Me. falsely claim that full PBL investiga- - ag En ae pee meet 
Nixon and EL &. Haldeman, then his tion into Watergate would expose co.  Hlal 95-minute conver 
White House chict of staff, corapletely vert operations of the agency. , DARE TANTAINS OF: 
: i ident resiou : ‘ deeutel : ne -P lent a acitically 
undermine the Pvesident's presious Previously, the President las ia- ; ne co sis 
insistence that he was uninvolved in sisted that he approved such a plaa i described what Haldeman 


i r i PK A 5} ell the cr As 
the cover-up, only in the interests of “national se- pita i Ul the ot 
Tnstead, the transcripis shaw When you get 


euvity’? and that political considerca- - Ale ae 


President directed efforts to hide tions played no role in his decision. you gzeh in (ania : 
involvement of his uides in the Water The transcripts demonstrate tant people, say, “Long tae prob 
date break-in through series of orders exactly the opposite was the case. lem is that this wil ee 
ty coneeal details about the break-in Ualdeman first proposed the covec- . te whole Bay of Pigs 
known to himself but not to the FBI,- up scheme, aceording to the trans and the President just te 
Specifically, the transcripts show  cvipts, at a morning meeting in which that ah, aS iol Serta oe 
that by June 23, 1972, Mr. Nixon had he told Mr. Nixon: “You know the the detaits—dou't, owt He 


; : the he exrer 
been informed by Haldemau that Democratic breakin thing, we're bacic fe oe Lr mee out 
presidential campaign funds could be in the problem area been ase the Fy ie 8 ieee ees ae 
“ig not under control, béeause (acting HHS EBAY SCH LS, 19 20 OMS ht 

mp vector LP tri Gh doesn't errors, without Setting into! 

FRCL Director L. Patrick) Gray floes it, the President believes 

exactly know how to control it and that it is going to open the’ 

. they have—thelir Investigation is now vhole Bay of Piss thing up’ 

serene into same productive areas—- again.’ i 48 
j Ss or Ps ¢ a . Prosic. - 
and it oes in some cireclions wa este ic whe ara oo 


a j continued, be 
re want ib to go.” peoole are plugging for (un- 


VWaldernan suggested having then > intelligible) and that chevy : 
CIA Deputy Director Vernaa | We alters | should call tHte FS in and 
Fall Ciray, “Stay to hell out of this, this: (unintelligible) domi co any 
Is ah, aoe ess here we don't went you further into this case pas 
to: irther om ite’ . riod!” 
The sain told the President .- The transcripts alte seem 
. that a $: ‘on cheek from 4 innesota to indieute Unat, on dane 25, 
; ME Ri AL HK! samme haw 
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